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8 OF THE 
LORDS & COMMONS. 
 Aﬀſembled in PARLIAMENT, 

4 FOR -: 


of Sca ndalou $ perſons from the; 
ON Sacrament” of the Lo ADS Sure an, the 
Th? 3 Enabling of 3 for the choyce 


3E L D ER 83 


8 . . 
supplying of Defects in former Ordi- W'+% 
nances and Directions of PAR LIIAM INI 1 

b Concerning 


30 CHURCH. GOVERNMENT. | 
1 


— 


Die Sabbathi, 14. Martii. 164 "3 
Rdered by the (ommons aſſembled in Parliament, That 
his Ordinance be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed, © © ©; 
H: Elſynge, Cler. Parl. D. Com. ; 


Lee Printed for Zdward Huband, Printer to the Ha 
norable Houſe of. Commons. 1646. 
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f An Ordiniance of the Lords and Commons aſſetwbled in Parliament. 
He Lerds and Commons Aſſembled in 
Parliament „ Being very. ſenſible of the 
gteas Duty which ſieth upon them tc ſeal 
TTY Matters concerning Religian & the Warſhip 
1 S of Almighry Gov, And having continu- 
ally before their Eyes, the Cor pyary 
whichithey have ſa ſblemaly taken for the performanqę 
thetebt, and the manifo!d., motiyes and incqurage 
ments \therguato, which are en them. fram God 
himſelf, by a ſpeacial Hand of Providence, .powring 
Forth dajly: merCies vpm them: In dilgharge-of herr 
Duty, and in purſuance of the ſaid c), n , d n 
thankfulneſſe to God for all his Mercies having diligeng © +4 
ly applycd themſelves to tit Work A e . 
Grace aad aſſiſtanco, they have made lame progreſſes = 
chern, norwirhſtandingsrhe exiganey, of nber A 
accompanied often times wh great, and imminent dan- 
gers; And notwithſtanding the. greas, difficyl: 7 5 
Work it ſelf in divers reſpects, and particularly inthe 
right joynting of what was to be ſertled wich che Laws 
and Government of the Kingdom, the want whereof 
hach cauſed much trouble in this and other States; yet 
by the merciful aſſiſtance of God, having removed t 
Book of Commer Prayer , with all its unneceſſary and 
burdenſome Ceremonies, and eſtabliſhed the Hirectany 
in the room thereof; and having aboliſhed the Prelatical 
Hierarchy by Archbiſhops, Biſhops and their Dependants; 
and inſtead thereof, laid the foundation of a Preſbyterial 
Government in every Congregation, with Subordination 
to Claſſical, Provincial, and National Aſſemblies, and of 
them all to the Parliament; Although it cannot be ex- 
A 2 pected» | 


At 


(4), 


8 pected that a preſent Rule in every particular ſhould be 
t ſettled. all at once, but that there will be need of Supply- 
ment and Additions, and haply alſo of alterations in 


ſome things, as experience ſhall bring to light the neceſſi- 
ty thereof; yet were the Fundamentals and Supſtantial 
parts of that Government long ſince ſettled in perſpns, 
by and over whom it was to be exerciſed, and the na- 
tüfe extent and reſpective Subordination of their power 
was limited and deſigned; onely concerning the Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, how all 
fuch- perſons: as were guilty of notorious and ſcandalous 


* Offences. might be ſuſpended from it, ſome difficulty 


arifing, not ſo much in the Matter it ſelf, as inthe mianner 
how i ſnould be done, and who ſhould be the Judges of 


de Oſfence: The Lords and Commons having it Al 


Wayes in their purpoſe and intention, and it being ac- 
cor 1 and Reſolved by them, That all 
forts of -notorious | ſcandalous Offendors ſhould be 


uſpended from the Sacrament; For the preventing of 
A indefinite, and unlimited power in the Elderfhips, they 


geld it ſit for the preſent, That the particular Caſes of ſuch 
fcandalous Offences ſhould be ſpecified and enumerated, 
- withexpreſſe Declaration, Thar further proviſion ſhould 
de made by Authority of Parliament, for ſuch Caſes as 
were left out of the ſaid enumeration; which according- 


Fp having ſince taken into their ſerious conſideration, and 


Having had ſeveral debates thereupon as the difficulty of 
the 1 / which hath taken up much time, 
for the avoiding, as far as poſſible may be, all Arbitrary 
power; and that all ſuch Caſes wherein perſons ſhould 
be ſuſpended: from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
might be broughtro the Cognizance, and paſſe the Judge- 
ment of the parliament , who were bound in Iuſtice as 
well to take care that none be injuriouſly detained from 
| 2 that 


OT os 3 
chat. Ordmance , as tive power whereby ſuch may be 
kept away who are unfit to partake therein; And to tl 
intent alſo that a full and ſpeedy courſe may be ſettled to 
enable the ſeveral Elderſhips to ſuſpend all ſuch Offendors 
from the Lords Supper, without having recourſe to the 
Parliament it ſelf from all parts of the Kingdom upon 
every ſuch emergent. Caſe, which might prove trouble- 
ſome and tedious , and give liberty to ſuch notorious and 
ſcandalous Offendors to communicate a long ſpace in the 
- ſaid Ordinance; ànd to the Intent likewiſe, That all ſuch 
Caſes coming firſt from the particular Elderſhips, may 
after they have paſſed the Judgement of Parliament, return 
again to all the ſeveral Elderſhips within the Kingdom, 
to proceed upon them from time tò time in like maner as 
in the Caſes enumerated. For the ends and purpoſes 
aforeſaid, and alſo for ſupply of ſome defects in the 
former Ordinance, and Directions of Parliament con- 
cerning the choice of Elders, and ſome other Martefs; 


I. BE it Oꝛdained, that there be foꝛth⸗ 
with a choice made of Elders 
thzaughout the Kingdom of England, and 
Dominion of Wales, in the reſpective 
Pariſh Churches and Chappels, acco:d- 
ing to ſuch Pirettions as have already 
'paſlſed both Houſes, bearing date Auguſt 
the nineteenth, One thouſand fix hun⸗ 
Dꝛed fourty and five, and ſince that time; 
and all Claſſes and Parochial Congre⸗ 
gations, are reſpectively hereby _— 
0 rkiled 


i boar therein acco dingte. 


kid dndrenmbey — effertuatiy 
JL; — * notte of: met, 


1B ano? ) 


e next 
. —— day a — | 
bunch. pꝛeparatoꝛy to that weighty 


III. That inch Elections ſhail. be 
made bythe Congregatton, os the majoꝛ 
part of them then affembled, beingſirch 
as Habe! the National Covenanc, and 
are not perſons under Age, noꝛ ſervants 
that habe no Familtes, . 

W. That the Erpers of electibale of 
Elders, ſhall Havepoweeto receive; hear, 
and determine all exceptions mought 
_m4tothem.concerumg undue Elections; 
aud ta that end to cait befoze them ail 


fluch perions 10 elected, and accepting 


fuch Election, and to ſend fo2 ſuch Wit⸗ 
neies as ſhail be nominated unto them 
— — Hall bzing in ſuch ex⸗ 

ceptions ; — Have power —_ 
mine 


— toing- 
tug bx fichierceptinns; andthe fad Mir; 
 _neſles; ny undue pꝛoctedings 
in the manner ot᷑ the ſaid Election, and 
concerning all matters of Janozance 
02 Sranned objected againſt the party 
; und ied tn-any — 


fuſpentimm — the — 
TLoꝛds uputr (and of which, anp Elder. 


- liv hy QrKinance af Narliament 


hach tag ane and jurifaition) and 
that ſhail be ewed te habe hirntammit⸗ 
ted michi aus whole yeer belli the ex⸗ 
tente rhtted aud that the perſons 
againſt whom the erceptions are taken, 
thall Have icke liberty ta pzoduce Wit=- 
neſles to be men in unt manner an 


their behalt. 

V. That the Tryers ſhall habt power 
to tramine, Whether the Elders that are 
te bechemu, de ſo quali das is ex 
ſed in the Oꝛdinance oꝛ Are 


hath palled both outs. 11281 


M., Dat ein cafe the iGiectiowoficuy 


dus a Contresstion * | 


/ andrxamin the Trys 
i ers appointed 707 "chat purp to be un⸗ 
due made; the fad — oꝛder 
| — — to be removed, 1 ow 
hole 8 1733 2 


{ (8) 
be found: 


London. * | 
©; That the Chappel of the Rolls the 
two Serjeanrs Inns, And the four Inn bf 
Court, ſhall be a Pꝛovinte of themſelves; 
the Presbytery of the Chappel of 
the Rolls, the two Serjeants Inns, andthe 
— entrants tall de ide 
| TE TY UNIT 2 22 
pat Einceint inn, „Grays- Inn, "Serj eante t 
n Lane, and the Nells, hall 
. 
a „A 


aud Serjcants-Inn in Fleetſtreet, thall ve 
the other Clalsis. e ee 
XI. That the Claſsical Aſſemblies in 
each Pꝛovince, chall aſſemble them- 
ſelves within one moneth after they 
ſhall be conſtituted and this D2dinance 


publiſhed, and ſhall thi by av hold 


their meetings monethly by adjourn- 
ment, 92 oftner if need be, inſuch a cer⸗ 
- _ tainplaceas ſhall be moſt conventent fo: 
_ © theealeofthe people. 
XI. That out of every Congregatt- 
 onalEldertſhip, there ſhall be two Elders 
oz moe, not erceeding the number of 
— and one Mintfter ſent to every 
XIII. That all perſons guilty of notozt- 
ous ſcandalous offences, and mo2e par⸗ 
ticularly, all renouncers of the true Pꝛo⸗ 
teſtant Religion, pzofeffed in the Church 
of England; and all perſons that ſhall 
preaching 92 witing, maintain any ſuc 
errours as do ſubvert any of thoſe Artt- 
tles, the ignoꝛante whereof do render 
any perſon excluded from the Sacra- 
ment of the Loꝛds Supper: And all 
| 5 perſons 


Py N * 
ann t thall make any Me 
pictures 8 e Tait v, o ot any perſon 
thereot: And all perfonsin whom malice 

APPrars, aud D to be reconciled; 

ner a eee upon Juſt p2oof, 

All uch pertons map be ſuſpended from 

th 0 of the 'Lozds Hupper. 
hat ment ee e 


Ma "t at. "be Commiſsioners: - 
judge "of ſcaridaloug offences. (not enn⸗ 
merated in , Ordinance of Parlia⸗ 
ment) to the x preſented ;. Andthat the 
Elderthip that Congregation-1 ere 
the ſald Oe nce was:comltted , | 
upon examination and p200 of ſuch 
ſcaudalous : offence: (in line nianer as 
1s. to be done in the offences enumera- 
ted) certifie. the ſame to the Commil- 
fioners , together with the - poof ta⸗ 
| ken before them, and Gets © the ſaid 
certificate, EPR de Accuſed ſhall have 
 Uberty to male ſuch defence as he thall 
* fit bekort the Cid Elderſhip, and 
o befoze-the Commiſstoners, befoze 
any certificate. ſhall be made to * Rar 
ament. 


| (119). 1 
Uament.' And it the laid Commilstoners 
after examination of all parties, hall de- 
termine the offence ſo pzeſented and 

20ved to be ſcandalous, and the fame 
chall certifie to the Congregation, the El- 
derſhip thereof may ſuſpend ſuch perſon 
from the Sacrament of the Lozds Sup- 
per in like manner as in caſes enume⸗ 
rated in any Oꝛdinance ok Parliament. 

XV. That ſuch perſons as ſhall be tho- 
len foꝛ Commiſstoners to judge of noto- 
rious and ſcandalous offences as afoꝛe- 
ſaid,ſhall be men of good underſtanding 
in matters df Religion , ſound in the 
Faith, pꝛudent, diſcreet, gꝛave, and of 
unblameable converſation, and ſuch as 
do uſually receive the Sacrament of the 
Lo2ds Supper, as Members of a Þ:eſ- 
bytertal Congregation, | 
XVI. That it any perſon ſhall commit 
any ſcandalous offence (not enumerated 
in any Oꝛdinance of Parliament) upon 
the day ot the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
crament of the Loꝛds Supper in the 
face of the Congzegation akter it is al- 
ſembled, the Miniſter of that Congre- 

PE, 1» 2 gation 


MIC pany hy Hong a ——_— that 
after kerecke - the ſaid offence and koꝛ⸗ 
earance unte theCommilſstoners afoze: 
d, and upon certificate ſo made, the 
laid Commifstoners ſhall proceed there- 
upon as in other caſes not enumerated, 
and ſhall make certificate of the tale o2 
caſes, with their opinions. to both Hau- 
os of Leap ron with —— And 

reupon the Maritament hall proceed 
to a final determination of the caſe, and 


the Par iſh where fuch offence Gall have 
been committed; and as often as the like 
caſe ſhall fall out in any Congꝛegation. 
the Elderſhip thereof having notice of 
ſuch determination, ſhall proceed there- 


in auy Ozdinance of Parliament. 
XVII. That the ſaid Commeſsioners 


auce of Parkia- 


by. vertue af auy. Ozdt 


U 4 
tion may fozbear to adminiſter the: 


ſend the ſame determination thereof to 


upon as in caſe of offences enumerated. 


5 notice given to them oz any two 
them, of any caſe of ſcandal befalu 


(whereof they ought to have cognizance 


— 9) _ —T—_—_ 
ment) fail aſſemble themſelves in ſuch 


certain place within that Pꝛovince, as 
may be moſt convenient fox the eaſe of 
the peopie : And thereof ſhall gibe 
timely notice to the Miniſters of that 
282 — 2 — Conimifsto⸗ 
ners, aud b mer adjourn their 

ber aeg time 


meeting krom time to time, 


as the caſe ſhalt require. 1 
XVIII. That the Emder ſhip of each 
Cougregation, o: the majoz part of 
them, as aifo the Claſſis: of each pꝛe⸗ 
vince oz nam part of them, and allo 
the pnovinetal- Commuſstoners 02 the 
majoz part of them after they char be 
aſſembted: „ thatl. have power by war= 


rant. under their hands (in all cafes . 


whereof they habe cognizance by any 
Ordinance of Parliament) to couvent 
betoze them att perſons, agatnuſt whom 

ame chall be brought by ver⸗ 


a | 
— Owinance, and ati duch 


witneſſes as ſhall be named accoꝛding to 
aun ſuch Ozdinance foꝛ the diſcoveryof 
the Tough: of ſuch complaint; anden 
cafe any ſuch perſon ſhali retute — 2 


£5 (14) 5 
pear, not being d Peer of this Realm; 
Member ok the Houſe of Commons, 92 


Alsiſtant of the Houſe of Peers, oꝛ Of- 


ſicer of either of the Houſes of Parlia⸗ 
next Juice of the Peace, the party re⸗ 


in kale of. obſtinate perſiſting, tall ve 
tommitted by the ſaid Juſtice of Peace 
till he ſubmit to ozder. EE _.:: -- 
XR. That if any Member of a Congꝛe⸗ 
gation ſhall by vertue of any Oꝛdinance 


bk Parliament fo2 any offence of ſcan. 


dal, be ſuſpended from the Sacrament 
of the Lo2ds Supper; and being fo ſuſ- 


-* pended, ſhall offer himſelf to any other 


Congnegation to receive the Sacrament 
bk the Lozds. Supper together with 
them, ſuch-Congregation having notice 
bk ſuch ſuſpenſion, ſhall not without cer⸗ 
| titicate from the Congregration where- 
bk he is a Member, admit him unto the 
Sacxrament. 

XX. That any Plnſſiex of a Congre- 
gation may be ſuſpended from giving oꝛ 
receiving, and.any Elder from * 


ment, then upon complaint made to the 
glhail be biought befoze him; and 


1 ti 15 8 
the Satrament of the Lords Supper 
foꝛ the lame canſes , and in t e , 


manner, and have the like te of Ap- 


peal as any other perſon _ by any O2- 
dinaute ot Parliament; + after ſuch ſut⸗ 


penſion ot the Elder from the Dacrament, 
the Elder ſo ſuſpended, ſhall not execute 


that Office during his ſuſpenſion, until 
peat” be determined; and ik upon 


Appeal the ſuſpenſion appear to have 
been . then another to be choſen in 


XXI. That tn all cales of Appeal to the 
Claſſical, P2ovincial, oꝛ National Al- 
ſembly,they: chall have power reſpective⸗ 
1p to pꝛoteed thereupon by examination 
ol witneſſes and other wile, in ſuch man⸗ 
ner as the Congregational 'Elderſhip - 
from which the Appeal ariſeth are ena- 
bled to do by any Oꝛdinance of Parlta- 
ment, and ſhall tertiie ſuch their p20- 


ot ceedings unto the ſatd Elderſhip. 


XXII. That in caſe of ſuch ſuſpenſion - 


of any Mintſter, the Claſſis whereunts 


the laid Congregation doth belong, ſhall ' 
appoint ſome fit — oz perſons in « of 
"0 £5 


. 


„ N 
= tplace during uch leben 
n. hall have power to allow can⸗ 
3 pe — tec foꝛ that end, out of 
1 belonging to the Miniſter ſo 
- .Fuſpended, and have hereby power to ſe- 
due and imploy the fane foꝛ that 
XXIII. That in all caſes of ſuſpenſion of 
any perſon from the Sacrament the 
bs ſuſpended (upon manifeftation of 


Us 92 her repentance befoze the Elder⸗ 
p hy whom the party was ſuſpended) 
| chall & admttted again unts theSacra- 
ment of the Lo2ds- Supper, and the 
ſuſpenſion thencefozth ſhall be bold. 
Provided, That it the faid Commilsiv⸗ 
ners 92 any two of them ſhall not deter⸗ 
mine the caſe ſo certified as at̃oꝛeſaid to 
them from the Elderſhip within fir 
weeks after the Cevtificate to thei 
made, The party 2 hereby enjoyned to 
foꝛbear coming to the Sacrament 
until the cauſe chan be determined, oꝛ un- 
10 he give ſatisfaction to the Elderſhip, 


FINIS. 
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